
 

 

 Agenda item no. 5 - Questions from councillors  
   

Question No.  Questioner   Question   Question to   

Q 1.  Cllr Ben 
Proctor  

How many additional units of social housing does the Executive assess will be 
needed to meet the current need for social housing in Herefordshire? 
 
 

 Cllr Gandy  
 
  

Response:   
Housing need is complex and constantly shifting, as household circumstances change and people require a different type of home, such as smaller 
accommodation or specialist provision. 
 
Based on the Housing Service’s current data, the estimated need today is around 900 units.  This takes into account the Home Point waiting list, 
households in temporary accommodation, housing for resettlement and identified need from adult social care and children’s services. 
 
In the Herefordshire Council Plan 2024-2028, housing is explicitly positioned as a central contributor to our Place and Growth ambitions. The council 
commits to “support the right housing in the right place” and “work with our partners to provide high quality and affordable housing to meet all needs.” 
 
 
 
 

Supplementary question:     
 
You assessed that 900 units of social housing are needed today to meet the current needs for social housing.  According to Homes England figures last 
year zero units of social housing were completed in Herefordshire.  The year before that, zero units of social housing were completed in Herefordshire.  I 
am very aware that when we talk about housing units, we can just get lost in the numbers.  But this is about real people’s lives.  Just this week, I’ve 
spoken to two separate people who are in relationship breakups and one of things that really terrifies them is, are they going to become homeless as a 
result of it.  Because it is well known that there are not enough houses in the county for the people who live where.  The response says and this is 
completely true that the Council Plan makes housing central to Place and Growth.  What is the administration doing and how will we have to wait until 
the 900 units we need are delivered.   
 
 

Supplementary response:    
 



 

 

Councillor Biggs, Cabinet member for Economy and Growth responded:  
We now have a cross-party working group to deliver on this front.  We’re working on a delivery model to put a Housing Delivery Company in place.  
We’ve already delivered on the John Haider building in the runup to the test, so that’s terrific and I think its worthwhile measure.  Only today we talked to 
City Council last night and cabinet colleagues agreed that we’re going to rename the John Haider building back to the John Venn building, back to where 
it was and to celebrate the legacy that John Venn brought to the city.  That’s just one, Buttercross in Leominster is another one, so we’re leaning in on 
this space in the right way, the right houses in the right place and at the right time, that’s what our ambition is and we’re working together to deliver on 
that.   
 
 

 


