
Population Density

Map 25 on page 127 illustrates how the 

population is distributed across Herefordshire by 

LSOA, providing insight into the potential demand 

for walking and cycling trips. 

Herefordshire is a predominately rural county, 

with the 4th lowest population density in England 

(0.87 persons per hectare). 

Overall population density varies considerably 

across the county.  The vast majority of the 

county’s land is rural, with the most densely 

populated area of the county being in the city of 

Hereford.  All other areas of the county having 

much lower population densities, with the majority 

of LSOAs having a population density of less than 

5 per hectare. 

Map X highlights the sparsity of the county, with 

small pockets of relatively high population density 

located in proximity to the city centre and near 

market towns such as Ross-on-Wye, Leominster, 

Ledbury and Bromyard. 

Whilst Hereford has the highest population density 

across the county, this is still considerably lower 

than the estimated current population density of 

the UK, which is approximately 278 people per 

square kilometre. 
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Map 25 	 Population density (2021)
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Severance

Understanding the impact of severance is critical 

for contextualising how pedestrians and cyclists 

currently move across the county. Severance 

refers to the physical barriers or obstacles that 

can make it difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to 

travel through the area.

Severance can cause physical separation between 

urban areas and communities, making it difficult 

for people to access essential services, facilities 

or destinations, leading to reduced connectivity 

and inconvenience. 

Severance can also create barriers to mobility, 

with physical barriers making it challenging 

or unsafe for individuals to cross and access 

destinations. This can hinder active transportation 

and limit people’s mobility options. It can also act 

as a psychological barrier, particularly noisy or 

busy roads which can contribute to feelings of 

stress, discomfort and reduced sense of safety 

and well-being. 

In the context of this study, there are a range of 

severance features which contribute to severance:

•	 Natural environment: e.g. watercourses, terrain 

•	 Transport Infrastructure e.g. railway lines

•	 Road network e.g.  A and B roads
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Severance

Natural environment

Map 26 on page 131 provides a visual 

representation of the extensive network of 

watercourses in Herefordshire, with the River 

Wye being the prominent and primary feature 

among them. The source of the Wye is located in 

the Welsh mountains and runs through several 

towns and villages in Herefordshire including 

Hay-on-Wye and Ross-on-Wye. The river also 

runs through the city of Hereford, providing an 

attractive feature within the mediaeval city.

Whilst the meandering rivers across 

Herefordshire provide valuable resources, they 

also act as severance for many journeys. Rivers 

across the county create physical barriers that 

hinder or impede movement between different 

parts of the landscape, making desire lines tricky 

to navigate, particularly due to a lack of bridges 

which route across the river. 
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Map 26 	 Severance: Natural environment
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