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Appendix 1 Recommendations made by Environment and Sustainability Scrutiny Committee, September 2023 — January 2025

Monday 25 September 2023

River Water Pollution

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response

No. Sent | Date | Date

1 The Chief Executive of the Wye and Usk 05- 28- No response
Foundation to provide a breakdown of the 124 Dec- | May-
partners in the whole catchment process by 23 24
governance area, for reference.

2 The Executive should consider drawing up a River 05- 28- Partially Agreed.
Improvement Direct Action Plan itself, constructed Dec- | May-
around the Council’s existing statutory 23 24

responsibilities, to inform policy development,
prioritisation on actions to be taken, including those
in the pipeline, budgeting and resourcing. This
would also refer to and draw from related plans
being constructed by partners.

3 The full business case addresses all of the ‘Criteria 05- 28- Agreed in part.
for Review’ points identified in the ‘Scope of Dec- | May-
Review of New Hereford Library and Learning 23 24

Resource Centre Location’, with particular attention
to ensuring that the criteria on Value for Money and
Financial Viability are given adequate attention,
given the concerning lack of information on these
aspects in the report before Cabinet on 20 July

2023.

4 With the EA, an awareness and engagement 05- 28- Agreed in Part. EA have an existing communicationss
campaign should be run within the livestock and Dec- | May- | strategy to highlight this grant scheme HC propose to share
agricultural sector, covering manure management 23 24 this.

plans and compliance with the requirements of the
“Storing silage, slurry and agricultural fuel oil
regulations”.
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5 With livestock and agricultural producers, the 05- 28- Agreed.
Executive should explore the value of a kitemark Dec- | May-
designation for local sourced produce to indicate 23 24
they have come from “Catchment Sensitive
Farming (CSF)” practices. This should include
discussion with the Herefordshire Food Alliance
and any other interested partners.
6 That the Executive should push strongly through 05- 28- Agreed in part.
the existing Cabinet Commission, for the proposed Dec- | May-
SoS led plan for the river Wye to include a glide 23 24

path to a Water Protection Zone, if all voluntary
arrangements fail to achieve river recovery.

Executive response to recommendations on the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Action Plan

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response
No. Sent | Date | Date
1 That the team leader provide the committee with a 24-
further update in relation to any amendments to the Oct-
process in this area and to give assurance that 24
recommendation 6 has been fully signed off.
2 The Executive reassure themselves that any review 24-
of the Local Plan takes account of all the flood Oct-
risks, both pluvial and fluvial, specific to 24
Herefordshire.
Monday 27 November 2023
Co-opted member recruitment update
Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response
No. Sent | Date | Date
1 That the executive commissions a piece of work to Agreed in part. As not all of the requirements of the Act are
evaluate, in broad terms, the costs of implementing obligations upon the Council, the recommended approach is
the requirements of the Environment Act 2021. to evaluate the costs of implementation of the Council’s
mandatory role.
2 That the executive appoints a single interface with Agreed.

the Office for Environmental Protection.




3 That the executive works with Farm Herefordshire Agreed.
and the Rural Hub to engage with young farmers
about biodiversity and river water quality.

4 That the executive works with partners and land Agreed.
owners to promote good hedgerow management
and develop a hedgerow policy for the Council.

This should be triangulated with the Defra
Consultation on protecting hedgerows.

5 That the executive works with the Wildlife Trust and Agreed in part. The Wildlife Trust is a member of the
Rivers Trust to look at the membership of the steering group. Further engagement with wider stakeholders
steering committee for local nature recovery. including the Rivers Trust, will take place as part of the

formal engagement process required by Defra.

6 That the executive notes that the Environment and Agreed.

Sustainability Scrutiny Committee supports the
retention of the 2 Air Quality Management Stations
(AQMSs).

Monday 22 January 2024

Nutrient Management Board

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response

No. Sent | Date | Date

1 After almost 10 years of operation, plus a change in | 24- 24- 28- The governance for the Board states that it will be chaired
governance, the executive should consider Oct- | Dec- |Jan- | by a Local Authority elected representative. Identifying
rescinding the chair and secretariat to another 24 24 25 Herefordshire as Chair and Powys as vice chair.
partner, in accordance with the original nutrient
management plan that the nutrient management
board chair should be rotated among partner
members.

2 To achieve value for money from the nutrient 24- 24- 28- The purpose of the Nutrient Management Board is to bring
management board, the executive should set Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | together all stakeholders to work in partnership to bring
business objectives with key performance 24 24 25 forward the delivery of an evidence led Nutrient

indicators for what is expected from our nutrient
management board membership.

Management Plan. The purpose of the plan is to establish
actions to reduce Nutrient levels in the River Wye and its
tributaries. Each identified action will have its own set of
measures to assess performance against the overarching
ambition of the plan.




Complementary to the nutrient management board, | 24- 24- 28- Herefordshire already possesses a coherent network of

the executive should pursue an informal alliance Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | alliances which seek to address diffuse pollution and

with Herefordshire sectors responsible for diffuse 24 24 25 support sustainable farming practices. These include the

pollution, including agriculture and livestock Wye Catchment Partnership and Farm Herefordshire. The

representatives, to sharpen the focus on reducing it Council is an active member of both steering groups and

through voluntary arrangements. participates in shaping the purpose and direction of these
alliances. In addition it runs its own annual Rivers
Conference to highlight the key role farming plays in
ensuring the future health of our waterways.

The executive to look at the resources available for | 24- 24- 28- The Environmental Advice Service is a service paid for by

the new environmental advice service to ensure Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | its applicants. The uptake of these services will enable

that it is properly resourced, to react in a prompt 24 24 25 reinvestment into the team, in order to ensure it is fully

way to any private mitigation initiatives, and that resourced. At present the take up has been limited, however

statutory partners respond at pace to such this will continue to be monitored and reported to the senior

initiatives. team.

The executive to approach the cabinet commission | 24- 24- 28- As part of the review of the governance of the Nutrient

and statutory officers group to shape future Oct- | Dec- |Jan- | Management Board, clarification has now been provided

planning to delineate between actions requiring 24 24 25 around the purpose of the Nutrient Management Plan which

reasonable scientific certainty and other actions for is to seek to reduce Phosphate levels and return the river to

the general benefit of the river. favourable conservation status. The Council will continue to
progress its own Strategic Mitigation and support private
mitigation schemes in coming forward in order to enable
growth within the north of the county.

The executive should set key performance 24- 24- 28- The purpose of the Nutrient Management Plan is to identify

indicators to reflect the recommended delineation Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | evidence led actions to reduce the exceedance of

between actions requiring reasonable scientific 24 24 25 Phosphates in the river and return it to compliance. Each

certainty and other actions for the general benefit of identified action will have measures of success and where

the river. achievable quantifiable outcomes; this includes Luston
Wetland which delivers both strategic mitigation and river
restoration.

To contact Welsh Water to ask for data from the 24- 24- 28- The request for the Asset Management Plan (AMP 8) has

redacted Water Industry National Environment Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | been made by the Council to Welsh Water and is due to be

Programme in order to identify collaboration 24 24 25 shared in December 2024 once approved by OFWAT.

opportunities with Herefordshire Council.

The executive should seek clarification from the 24- 24- 28- The Diffuse Water Pollution Plan is under development by

statutory officers group on its plans for a timetable | Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | the Environment Agency, this will set out priority actions

of action on nutrient recovery towards a possible 24 24 25 with timescales to return the catchment to favourable




end result of introducing a water protection zone,
the so called glide path.

conservation status. A final option within the plan will be the
designation of a WPZ. DEFRA have confirmed this will only
be considered once all other measures have been explored.
The plan is due to be published in April 2025.

Wednesday 27 March 2024

Meeting Net Zero Carbon in Herefordshire

‘environmental impacts’ sections of reports to
Council and Cabinet include the net zero impact
(both council and county wide) of the policy or
service proposal.

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response
No. Sent | Date | Date
1 Herefordshire Council ensure that the The Sustainability & Climate Change team will work with the

Democratic Services team to update the environmental
section of decision reports to ensure the carbon impact of all
decisions is quantified where possible.

2 The executive, in setting out its new road strategy,
highlight what the impact will be on the net zero
ambition for the county and how that might be
mitigated.

A. The council will utilise the Department for Transport
toolkit to quantify the carbon impacts of the Local Transport
Plan (LTP) and how we can mitigate them. The LTP is the
council’s strategic plan for transport across the county.

B. A Carbon Management Plan (CMP) will be prepared for
the Hereford Western Bypass that will identify carbon
emission sources and opportunities for mitigating these
emissions. The CMP will cover pre-construction,
construction, operation and decommissioning impacts.

3 Herefordshire Climate and Nature Board seeks
school academy representation on its board.

This recommendation has been passed on to the Climate
and Nature Partnership. The recruitment sub group of the
board met and agreed this recommendation. This has been
added as an item for the Boards next meeting on the 25th of
June to be agreed by the board as a whole.

4 The executive to make the reduction and
sequestration targets clearer in its future Carbon
Management Plan.

The next Carbon Management Plan will take the council
from 2026/2027 to 2030/31 and its net zero carbon
emissions target. This will be at the forefront of the plan.
Additionally this will be the first plan that not only quantifies
how much carbon the council is currently sequestering but
will make a plan to offset residual emissions by 2030/31.

| Monday 22 July 2024




Public Rights of Way and Greenway Policy

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response

No. Sent | Date | Date

1 To assess trends in the overall condition of the 31- 31-

PROW network, the Executive should develop or Oct- | Dec-
reintroduce one or more key indicators with 24 24
interested stakeholders (including LAF) that can be

used to determine changes in the underlying health

of the network over time.

2 Funding for the PROW network should be 31- 31-
prioritised over time on replacing/repairing the 40 to | Oct- | Dec-
50 bridges vital to providing a joined-up network 24 24
across the County;,

3 The executive should explore expanding the 31- 31-
current system for reporting defects to the county’s | Oct- | Dec-
public rights of way network to make them more 24 24
user-friendly (map-based system of reporting), to
enable parishes and volunteers to carry out
remedial works themselves, where appropriate.

4 Clear standards for accessibility should be agreed | 31- 31-
between parish path partnerships and Oct- | Dec-
Herefordshire Council. 24 24

5 The Executive should strengthen the Parish Path 31- 31-
Partnership through more effective organisation, Oct- | Dec-
engagement, coordination and communications 24 24
with Parishes to ensure that they, footpath officers,
ramblers and volunteers can play their full part in
maintaining the PROW network.

6 In enforcing the current Improvement Plan, the 31- 31-
Executive should redress the balance to give Oct- | Dec-
priority to the primary purpose of protecting access | 24 24
rights to the network, by ensuring landowners meet
their legal responsibilities and where they are not,
to prosecute where appropriate.

7 The Executive should set out its policy for 31- 31-
expanding the PROW network through the addition | Oct- | Dec-
of accessible active travel routes (so called 24 24




greenways and the wider PROW network) as a vital
contributor to the Council Plan 2024-28 plus its net
zero ambitions for the County.

Monday 23 September 2024

Active Travel Measures

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response

No. Sent | Date | Date

1 The executive should set out its policy on active 31- 31- 28- We are currently finalising the draft Local Cycling, Walking
travel in one plan, and to ensure its alignment with | Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | and Wheeling Plan (LCWWIP) in time for draft consultation
other relevant Council plans 24 24 25 int spring 2025. There have been some changes to the

original objective areas to be covered by the LCWWIP, and
alongside he changes to the housing allocation numbers,
this has slowed the delivery of a holistic, county-wide plan.

2 An inventory and map of on-going or proposed 31- 31- 28- This seems to be replicating the work of the LCWWIP. We
active travel projects should be drawn up by the Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | will monitor the LCWWIP as a live document, to ensure we
executive and published 24 24 25 stay on track with the funding opportunities available, and

can communicate new schemes as they are funded,
developed, funded and implemented.

3 A review should be conducted of active travel 31- 31- 28- The LCWWIP has been redeveloped to maintain a full
projects planned and the executive should come Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | county-wide focus (i.e. it incorporates city, market towns
forward with proposals to reduce the overly 24 24 25 and rural areas). The consultation will be out in the spring,
Hereford focus of current projects and ensure that and members will be able to submit their comments
active travel measures are implemented across the regarding the active travel infrastructure projects contained
county, including market towns in the document. It may be worth mentioning that whilst the

LCWWIP covers all market towns and rural areas, the
measures by which active travel schemes are judged to
receive external funding (i.e from Active Travel England)
usually contain an element of population size, in terms of
the largest amount of impact for a certain scheme.
Nevertheless, having an LCWWIP will certainly help the
funding requests.

4 Active travel needs to reflect the demarcation of 31- 31- 28- The LCWWIP recommended schemes are, wherever
cycling/pedestrian bus/taxi ways All future Oct- | Dec- | Jan- | possible, LTN 1/20 compliant. We are still awaiting DfT
developments need to actively consider all users of | 24 24 25 guidance on implementing LTN 1/20 in rural areas, which

the highways and pathways with appropriate
consideration to the ability of movement of the

we have been promised for some time.




population not forgetting those with lower levels of

mobility.
5 That any business case for new road builds should | 31- 31- 03- All new infrastructure that requires government funding will
contain proposals for offsetting the carbon impact Oct- | Dec- | Feb- | necessarily have to follow the governments Green Book
of them 24 24 25 approach. This was reviewed in 2020 and enhanced to
better meet the governments targets of net zero and so any
new business cases for new roads will already be required
to include proposals for offsetting the carbon impact to
enable them to be funded by government grants.
6 To consider solar farms being incorporated in to 31- 31- 03- Whilst solar farms may be considered along any planned
any planned new road route. Oct- | Dec- | Feb- | new route there are many occasions where such a proposal
24 24 25 would be inappropriate such as new housing/ commercial
estate roads, roads close to physical barriers that may
constrain further development etc. It is therefore considered
that solar farms should be considered on business cases on
their own merits rather than a pre-requisite to be considered
alongside any new road route.
Monday 18 November 2024
Tree and Hedgerow Management
Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response
No. Sent | Date | Date
1 Set out a percentage target (akin to biodiversity 20- 20-
gain) for an increase in tree coverage on council Nov- | Jan-
land by 2030. 24 25
2 Ensure that the strategy on local nature recovery 20- 20-
and biodiversity gain be joined up with and become | Nov- | Jan-
key drivers of the council’s policy on tree and 24 25
hedgerow management
3 Set out clearly in planning guidance that all new 20- 20-
development should meet the requirements of our | Nov- | Jan-
biodiversity net gain and green infrastructure in 24 25
terms of tree and hedgerow planting in the
development.
4 Develop our own tree hedgerow nurseries, in 20- 20-
collaboration with local seed gathering initiatives, to ggv- %gn-

provide a source of future material to support the




Herefordshire tree, hedgerow and woodland
strategy.

5 Support local communities in the planting of trees 20- 20-
on council owned land (bordering green field sites). g;v- %gn-

6 Provide advice and guidance on planting trees and | 20- 20-
promote hedgerow management best practice. ?;)V_ %gn-

7 Review the planning contributions for Biodiversity 20- 20-
Net Gain to include monitoring fees in order to Nov- | Jan-
incorporate monitoring and enforcement where 24 25
appropriate.

8 Take more enforcement action where it is clearly 20- 20-
warranted in all areas of activity. Nov- | Jan-

24 25

9 Strengthen the current Tree and Hedgerow Council | 20- 20-
Code of Practice (specifically nos. 19, 26 and 29) to | Nov- | Jan-
include ancient woodlands and traditional orchards. | 24 25

10 Ensure the tree and hedgerow management 20- 20-
strategy incorporates opportunities in applying tree | Nov- | Jan-
protection orders and strengthens tree 24 25
management in conservation areas.

Monday 20 January 2025

River Lugg Water Quality

Rec. | Recommendation Date | Due Recd | Response

No. Sent | Date | Date

1 Engage directly with Natural England and the 28- 27-
Environment Agency to achieve the lifting of the Jan- | Mar-
housing development moratorium as soon as 25 25
possible.

2 Ask for early consultation with Herefordshire 28- 27-
Council and the Nutrient Management Board on the | Jan- | Mar-
specific Diffuse Water Pollution Plan, for the Lugg 25 25
and its tributaries, the Arrow and the Frome.

3 Engage with Government to ensure adequate 28- 27-
funding for the actions in the Diffuse Water Jan- | Mar-
Pollution Plan. 25 25




Arrange another Rivers Conference focusing on the | 28- 27-

Lugg, Arrow and Frome. Jan- | Mar-
25 25

Prioritise processing of strategic planning 28- 27-

applications to progress private mitigation and to Jan- | Mar-

reiterate the request to Ministry of Housing, 25 25

Communities and Local Government to participate

in the pilot scheme for the development of the

nature restoration fund.

Invest, with partners, in a specific innovation 28- 27-

process to consider approaches that have been Jan- | Mar-

successful in different locations or sectors and 25 25

identify new approaches worth testing in the

nutrient management context.

With partners, identify key outcomes that will 28- 27-

indicate the success of actions to move towards Jan- | Mar-

river restoration and agree how these will be 25 25

collected and reported.




