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Appendix 1 
 
The Council’s approach to planning obligations is based on the following key principles:  
 

i. The procedures will be operated in accordance with the fundamental principle that 
planning permission may not be bought or sold.  
 

ii. A planning obligation will only be sought when it is material to the planning decision on 
a proposal and, where a particular planning obligation is required to make a 
development proposal acceptable, planning permission will not be granted without it. 

 
iii. A planning obligation will not be sought when a planning condition may be more 

appropriately used. 
 

iv. A planning obligation will not be sought to redress existing deficiencies or lack of 
capacity in existing facilities, services or infrastructures. 

 
v. The nature of a planning obligation likely to be required will be made known as early 

as possible in the planning process.  
 

vi. The overall extent of the planning obligation sought will have regard to what is 
reasonable in terms of the scale of the development and its impact.  

 
vii. The acceptability of the development proposal will be decided on the balance of its 

planning merits, taking into account the planning application and whether the planning 
obligation, which has been negotiated as a whole, is sufficient to overcome and 
satisfactorily address any impact arising from that proposal.  

 
viii. As referred to above, a vital test of proposed planning obligations is that they must be 

necessary to make a proposal acceptable in land-use planning terms. They should not 
be sought where the connection does not exist or is too remote. 

 


