& Herefordshire
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Title of report: Leaders report to Council

Meeting: Council

Meeting date: Friday 8 December, 2023

Report by: The Leader of the Council
Classification
Open
Decision type
This is not an executive decision
Wards affected
(All Wards);
Purpose
To provide an update on the work of the Cabinet since the meeting of Council held on 13 October, 2023.
Recommendation(s)
That:
(a) the report be noted.
Alternative options

1. There are no alternative options; the constitution requires the Leader to provide Council with
reports on the activities of the executive.

Key considerations

2. It is a constitutional requirement for the Leader of the Council to provide a report to the council
meeting, other than the budget meeting, on the work of cabinet since the last meeting. The
leaders report is set out in appendix 1.

3. The report includes a summary of the matters decided by the cabinet and the cabinet members,
any decisions taken under the urgency provisions and those subject to call in.

4. It is customary for all of the decisions to be listed in an annex to this report (appendix 2). These
decisions have been made available on the council’s website. All councillors and members of the
public have the opportunity to review these decisions as they are being made.

Further information on the subject of this report is available from
John Coleman, Tel: 01432 260382, email: John.Coleman@herefordshire.gov.ukl



Of the decisions taken since my last report one key decision has been taken under the general
exception provisions (giving more than five but less than 28 calendar days’ notice) and none were
taken under the urgency provisions (less than five days’ notice).

Included in my report is a summary of what | consider the most significant priorities, as well as
some additional subjects that | hope will be of interest.

Community impact

The community impact of any decisions of the executive have been set out within the relevant
decision report and taken into consideration at the time the decision was taken. Reporting to
Council the activities of the executive demonstrates the council’s commitment to the code of
corporate governance principle of implementing good practices in transparency, reporting and
audit to deliver effective accountability.

Environmental Impact

8.

The environmental impacts of any decisions of the executive have been set out within the relevant
decision report and taken into consideration at the time the decision was taken. Reporting to
Council the activities of the executive demonstrates the council’s commitment to the council’s
environmental policy commitments and aligns to the following success measures in the County
Plan.

a) Increase flood resilience and reduce levels of phosphate pollution in the county’s river
b) Reduce the council’'s carbon emissions

c) Work in partnership with others to reduce county carbon emissions

d) Improve the air quality within Herefordshire

e) Improve residents’ access to green space in Herefordshire

f) Improve energy efficiency of homes and build standards for new housing

g) Increase the number of short distance trips being done by sustainable modes of travel —
walking, cycling, public transport

Equality duty

9.

Under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, the ‘general duty’ on public authorities is set out as
follows:

A public authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to —

10.

a)

b)

eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by or
under this Act;

advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic
and persons who do not share it;

foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons
who do not share it.

The public sector equality duty (specific duty) requires us to consider how we can positively
contribute to the advancement of equality and good relations, and demonstrate that we are paying
‘due regard’ in our decision making in the design of policies and in the delivery of services. As this


https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/8985/environmental_policy_2019.pdf

report provides a summary of activity undertaken, we do not believe that it will have an impact on
our equality duty. These considerations are set out in each of the relevant reports informing the
decisions listed at appendix 2, and will inform any future decision making.

Resource implications

11. There are no new resource implications arising from the recommendations of this report. The
resource implications of any decisions of the executive listed at appendix B have been set out
within the relevant decision report and taken into consideration at the time the decision was taken
and will inform any future decision making.

Legal implications

12. The council and committee, and cabinet rules within the constitution require the Leader to provide
a report to Council on the work of the cabinet since the last meeting of Council and, at the first
meeting to follow the annual meeting of Council (except in a year when there are ordinary
elections), on the priorities of the cabinet and progress made in meeting those priorities. This
report ensures these requirement are met.

13. There are no legal implications arising from the recommendations of this report. The legal
implications of any decisions of the executive listed at appendix A have been set out within the
relevant decision report and taken into consideration at the time the decision was taken.

Risk management

14. There are no risks arising from the recommendations of this report. The risks of any decisions of
the executive listed at appendix A have been set out within the relevant decision report and taken
into consideration at the time the decision was taken and will inform future decision making.

Consultees

None

Appendices

Appendix 1: Leaders report to Council, 8 December, 2023

Appendix 2: Executive decisions taken since 6 October to 30 November, 2023

Appendix 3: Cabinet member portfolios

Background papers

None Identified



