L. Herefordshire
Council

Title of report: Motions on notice
Meeting: Council

Meeting date: Friday 9 December 2022
Report by: Director of Governance and Law
Classification

Open

Decision type

This is not an executive decision.

Wards affected

Countywide

Purpose

To consider motions received on notice.

Recommendation

THAT: the motions listed at paragraph 6 are debated and determined by Council.

Alternative options

1 There are no alternative options to the recommendation; the constitution makes provision

for motions on notice to be debated and decided by Council.

Key considerations

2

The constitution provides that members of Council may submit written notice of motions
for debate at Council. A motion must be signed by the proposer and seconder and
submitted not later than midday on the seventh working day before the date of the
meeting. A member cannot propose more than one motion on notice per meeting and a
maximum of three motions will be debated at meetings of full Council.

Motions must be about matters for which the council has a responsibility or which affect
Herefordshire.

Motions for which notice has been given will be listed on the agenda in the order in which
notice was received unless the member giving notice states, in writing, that they propose
to move it to a later meeting or withdraw it.

Further information on the subject of this report is available from
Matthew Evans, democratic services officer on Tel (01432) 383690



5 Up to one and a half hours will be allocated to debate motions on notice but that time may
be varied at the discretion of the chairman.

6 Three motions have been received and will be debated at the meeting. The motions for
discussion are set out below:

Motion 1 — Proportional Representation
(Proposed by Councillor Felicity Norman, Seconded by Councillor Phillip Howells)

First Past the Post (FPTP) originated when land-owning aristocrats dominated
parliament and voting was restricted to property-owning men.

In Europe, only the UK and authoritarian Belarus still use archaic single-round FPTP for
general elections. Meanwhile, internationally, Proportional Representation (PR) is used
to elect parliaments in more than 80 countries. Those countries tend to be more equal,
freer and greener.

PR ensures all votes count, have equal value, and those seats won match votes cast.
Under PR, MPs and Parliaments better reflect the age, gender and protected
characteristics of local communities and the nation.

MPs better reflecting their communities leads to improved decision-making, wider
participation and increased levels of ownership of decisions taken.

PR would also end minority rule. In 2019, 43.6% of the vote produced a government with
56.2% of the seats and 100% of the power. PR also prevents ‘wrong winner’ elections
such as occurred in 1951 and February 1974.

PR is already used to elect the parliaments and assemblies of Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland. So why not Westminster?

Council therefore resolves to write to H.M. Government calling for a change in our
outdated electoral laws to enable Proportional Representation to be used for general
elections.

Motion 2 — Multi-storey car park (Bus Station)
(Proposed by Councillor Bob Matthews, Seconded by Councillor Terry James)

Subject to a satisfactory schemebeing approved for a new Transport Hub at the railway
station, Council urgently considers the construction of a multi-storey car park on the
present bus station site.

There is a general shortage of car parking spaces in that area and one of our main
concerns is that medical staff coming off shifts, late at night, have to walk along poorly
lit streets to the Garrick House car park. Sadly, we will all be aware of a number of very
serious sexual assaults on females around the City in recent times. It would be right and
proper for one of the floors to be allocated solely for the use of medical staff. Visitors
from adjoining counties and locals are frequently complaining that at times it takes
there an excess of an hour to find suitable parking.

It goes without saying this will eventually have a detrimental effect on our many small
businesses.

| am confident that the majority of members will support these proposals because when
this project has been previously discussed that has been the outcome.



The Council, therefore, calls on the Executive to explore the construction of a new multi-
storey car park on the current bus station site to serve the needs of Hospital Staff,
visitors and contractors as well as to provide additional car parking capacity to support
the railway station and town centre.

Motion 3 — Local government finance and the present cost of living emergency
(Proposed by Councillor Liz Harvey, Seconded by Councillor John Harrington)

Since setting this year’s council budget in February 2022 the rate of inflation has
guadrupled and fuel prices have rocketed. Here in Herefordshire, we have been
assessed (by the Joint Strategic Needs Analysis, Public Health, ONS and Census data)
as having significant issues with levels of child poverty, fuel poverty, food poverty, high
house prices, low wages, low productivity, low growth, and low skills.

Nationally - and even more so locally - we are facing a cost-of-living emergency which,
alongside the already declared climate emergency, is hitting hardest the least well off of
our residents. These are also the people most likely to need and rely upon the very
services this council is now struggling to sustain.

Our communities struggle to be resilient in the face of such extreme cost pressures.

Our two Herefordshire MPs have voted to support funding cuts for local government on
every occasion that these have been put to Parliament. Over the last ten years the
consequence of this has been a reduction of more than £100m in the annual core
funding Herefordshire Council receives from government for local service delivery.

In the Chancellor’'s Autumn Statement just a fortnight ago, central government relaxed
its cap on council tax increases for social care and core services. The result being that
every local authority in the land will have to raise the local council tax to the maximum in
order for the government’s statements about the funding made available to local
government to add up.

Here in Herefordshire the government’s mismanagement of the national economy and
its deliberate and ideologically driven underfunding of local government means that to
balance the 2023 budget this council needs to find savings of in excess of £22m — nearly
10% of our service costs —just to survive. As a local authority we accept the
responsibility to manage local service demands, but the economic consequences of
national inflation is beyond our ability to mitigate.

Back in 2014 the UK was found to be failing in its commitments under the European
Charter on Local Self Government — particularly in regard to the requirements of article
of the charter relating to the provision of adequate finance resources to local authorities
commensurate with the responsibilities placed on such authorities by their constitutions
and by the law. (https://rm.coe.int/local-and-regional-democracy-in-the-united-kingdom-
recommendation-ange/168071a826)

In March 2022, the UK was audited again found still to be failing in many of its
commitments — especially as regards providing adequate finance to local government.
(https://search.coe.int/congress/pages/result _details.aspx?objectid=0900001680a5b483)

The failure over many years to adequately fund local government and thereby the
services relied upon by those most in need and vulnerable in our communities leads to


https://rm.coe.int/local-and-regional-democracy-in-the-united-kingdom-recommendation-ange/168071a826
https://rm.coe.int/local-and-regional-democracy-in-the-united-kingdom-recommendation-ange/168071a826
https://search.coe.int/congress/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=0900001680a5b483

poverty, suffering, ill-health, inequality, loneliness, abuse, neglect and, in the worst
cases, death. This situation must not be allowed to continue.

Therefore, this council resolves to:

e Recognise and welcome the grants which have been provided to-date to
individuals, households and businesses to offset some of the real and immediate
damage being caused by inflation and fuel costs

o Declare a Cost-of-Living Emergency here in Herefordshire and, as a
consequence, also to:

o Recognise and respond to the disproportionate effect that this emergency
has upon the least well off of our residents

o Provide easy, swift and understandable access to advice and support for
peoplein need

e Request that the Chief Executive write to the Prime Minister, and to both
Herefordshire MPs, to call for their support for Government to:

o Meet in full its commitments under the European Charter on Local Self
Government

o Commitimmediately to uplift local government funding for 2023-24 by the
current level of inflation — as assessed by the Office for Budgetary
Responsibility (11%)

o Provide sustained funding to address fuel and food poverty such that food
banks become unnecessary

o Undertake and implement the promised local government fair funding
review

o Commit to provide rolling 3-year index linked funding settlements for local
government

o Agree rolling 3-year index linked grants to recognise additional service
delivery costs for rural councils until the fair funding review is
implemented

o Undertake the revaluation and re-banding of domestic properties for
council tax and a review of the business rates charging system

Updates — outstanding resolutions

7 The constitution provides that the report to Council containing notices of motion on hand
will also include detail of progress of all outstanding resolutions. There are outstanding
resolutions with respect to motions considered at earlier meetings of full Council; updates
of progress against these resolutions are provided below:

Date of | Motion Current Status
meeting

12 July Community The decision taken on the update to the Core Strategy on

2019 Infrastructure | 9t November 2020, see:
Levy

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.a
spx?ID=7296

This included resolution as follows: (e) work on
progressing a Herefordshire Community Infrastructure
Levy should be put on hold pending the outcome of the



http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=7296
http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=7296

significant proposals for reform of planning obligations in
the White Paper

The outcome of the Planning White paper is still awaited,
we remain unsure when a new Planning Bill will be
published by the Government or a new system
implemented.

In respect of the first resolution on the Community
Infrastructure Levy | would advise that the recently
published Levelling Up Bill included proposals to
introduce a new infrastructure levy to ensure that
developers contribute their fair share to the local

area. This is intended to replace the current Community
Infrastructure Levy and amend the approach to Section
106 agreements. The Government have indicated that
the levy would ensure a local authority can set a sum that
it can use for local infrastructure and that they will consult
on what provisions there should be to ensure that a fixed
proportion of affordable housing can be created.

RESOLVED:

That this Council asks the executive to investigate the adoption of the Community
Infrastructure Levy as a matter of urgency, ensuring it is implemented for
Herefordshire no later than January 2021.

Date of Motion Current Status

meeting

17 July Tree Highlighted as a priority action within the Nature Strategy.
2020 Strategy Business case drafted to seek funding from Climate

reserve for preparing tree strategy.

RESOLVED:

We call upon the executive to expedite the delivery of a detailed tree strategy for the
county. A 2014 draft document exists that might provide the basis for a new strategy
which will reinforce our commitment to the environment and align with our declaration
of a climate emergency.

The Government is currently consulting on an England Tree Strategy and we ask for
the council to respond to this consultation.

Furthermore, in the interim and as a matter of urgency, we ask the executive to
consider what can be done to protect existing trees and to take immediate action by
planting, maintaining and protecting trees in order to have established growth by
2030.




Date of Motion Current Status

meeting

9 Decline in Highlighted as a priority action within Nature Strategy.
October | hedgehog Hedgehogs prioritised within planning ecology response.
2020 population Hedgehog habitat project recently undertaken as part of

joint project to increase biodiversity with highways,
delivering hedgehog habitats to primary schools across
the county with information packs to educate students.

RESOLVED: That —

A recent study has shown that the UK population of Hedgehogs has declined from
around 30 million to only 1 million. Whilst it is not yet a European Protected Species
it is a British mammal where the population is in steep decline and | am calling upon
our executive to please consider ways in which Herefordshire Council can include
measures for adaptation, mitigation and for the protection of Hedgehogs to a level
comparable to that required for European Protected Species.

Date of Motion Current Status

meeting

8 Belmont Belmont Appraisal for Conservation Area,; this piece of
October work is underway internally and being led by the building
2021

conservation team. The first phase is underway with site
visits being undertaken and research of archives.

RESOLVED: That —

That in recognising the importance and potential of Belmont, this Council calls on the
Executive to appraise Belmont for designation as a new Conservation Area to include
the House, Abbey and Park on the south side of the River and the adjacent hamlets
of Warham and Breinton on the north side, seeking funding to support this work; and

This council calls upon the executive to appraise all sites of significant historic interest
that are not currently conservation areas with a view to reviewing whether more
conservation areas should be approved.

Date of | Motion Current Status

meeting

8 Wye and A business case for staff resourcing the team to undertake
October | Lugg this work was submitted by the Environmental Health
2021 Bathing Service Manager.

Water




As a consequence the officers were asked to make a
business case for the additional £35K for next financial
year 2023/24.This request has been made.

Request was made and there has so far been no
response. Therefore | would leave the update as last
reported - unless of course there is an (unlikely) appetite
to simply strike off those undeliverable motions without
funding and resource.

RESOLVED: That —
This Council therefore resolves to call upon the executive to:

Investigate seeking designation of appropriate stretches of the Wye and Lugg to be
officially identified as bathing water;

Urge concerned residents to support the River Action petition, which asks the English
and Welsh governments to double the Environment Agency and Natural Resources
Wales’s regulatory budgets so that they can more effectively enforce the existing
legal protections for the Wye and Lugg;

Forward this resolution to the Members of Parliament in Herefordshire, to ask them to
support the campaign by River Action for increased funding for the Environment
Agency;

Forward this resolution to other English and Welsh councils in the Wye Valley to ask
them to support the campaigns for bathing water status and for increases in
regulatory budgets.

Date of Motion Current Status
meeting
28 Water For the latest update please refer to the current status
January | Protection contained in the Cabinet Commission on Phosphates
2022 Zone for motion below.

River Wye

System

RESOLVED: That —

So this Council urges the executive to press-engage with both the EA and NRW,
consulting Powys and Monmouthshire CCs and other interested parties as
necessary, to press for nothing less than a Water Protection Zone (WPZ*) for the
whole of the River Wye system.

This should include pushing both Agencies for work to start asap on detailed
modelling to demonstrate the need for a WPZ, in order to put a business case to
DEFRA; Also for funding for this work to go ahead; And for the Executive to provide
regular reports to Council on progress.




Date of Motion Current Status

meeting

28 Fireworks 1 The safety advisory group (SAG) are aware
January | and animal

2022 welfare 2 PR to be actioned —social media put out before 5"

November weekend
3 Letter to government sent
4 Letter to local suppliers sent

5 Property Services considering matter

RESOLVED: That —

This Council therefore resolves to ask the executive to:

1. Encourage organisers of public firework displays to use ‘silent’ fireworks, and
where large displays are planned, to notify Herefordshire Council’'s Safety
Advisory Group at least two months in advance to allow for advertisement in the
interest of public protection and animal welfare.

2. Actively promote a public awareness campaign about the impact of fireworks on
animal welfare and vulnerable people — including the precautions that can be
taken to mitigate risks.

3.  Write to the UK Government urging them to introduce legislation to limit the
maximum noise level of fireworks to 90dB for those sold to the public for private
displays and for fireworks to specify noise levels on their labelling.

4, Encourage local suppliers of fireworks to stock ‘silent’ fireworks for public display.

5.  Investigate the feasibility of implementing a formal consent regime for the use of
fireworks on sites in council ownership.

Date of Motion Current Status

meeting

4 March | Ukraine The Government launched the Homes for Ukraine

2022 Sponsorship Scheme on the 18" March 2022. There has

been an extraordinary response to the scheme and the
wider plight of Ukrainian people from communities across
Herefordshire.

The operations team continues to lead on all the essential
checks that are required on sponsors and their families,
including DBS and home checks to make sure that the
host accommodation is safe. The team also ensure that
all of the prescribed payments are made to both hosts
and guests as they arrive.

Herefordshire Council receives a grant of £10,500 per
person. Of this sum £200 is paid to each individual




arriving as an initial payment. The remaining £10,300 is
used to cover costs incurred by the local authority as a
result of the scheme and to facilitate and

extend community based support and integration through
voluntary, community and public sector organisations.
The cabinet decision for the spend proposal of this grant
funding has been approved Decision - Support for
Ukraine - Herefordshire Council

The Community Integration Grant Scheme is live for
voluntary and not for profit community groups who are
supporting Ukrainian arrivals and their sponsors.

As at 7 November;
e 220 unique sponsors registered
e 697 unigue guests registered
524 guests have arrived (hosted by 195 sponsors)

RESOLVED:

This motion calls on the executive to consider and put in place whatever facilities as
may be reasonably expected to receive Ukrainian refugees, subject to direction from
national government and an evaluation of council resources required, to ensure that
schooling and health services are alerted and to inform the government in
Westminster, immediately, that Herefordshire will not be found wanting in our
welcome. And to extend a wider request to our residents to be willing to welcome any
refugees that they can into their homes, and to be ready to facilitate such
organisation and support as these actions may require.

Date of Motion Current Status
meeting
4 March | Award The preparation for this scheme is underway, but has not
2022 scheme for | yet been finalised, it needs to be reviewed by senior team
the built and any financial implications assessed.
environment

RESOLVED:

Council requests the Executive to investigate setting up a County of Herefordshire
award scheme to encourage and recognise exemplary work in the areas of design,
conservation and sustainability for the built environment.



https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=9129
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=9129
https://www.talkcommunitydirectory.org/support-for-ukraine/ukraine-community-integration-grant-scheme/

Date of Motion Current Status
meeting

4 March | Rural impact | This work has been picked up by the Corporate Director

2022 assessment | Community Wellbeing. A rural impact assessment tool
and rural has been drafted and is being consulted on. Relevant
proofing

letters as agreed by Council are being prepared to send
to the Government.

RESOLVED:

This motion asks to refer to the executive at Herefordshire Council consideration of
the undertaking of a Rural Impact Assessment from the outset of every budget and
contract whether for service or products, which includes engagement with rural
stakeholders. The results of the Rural Impact Assessment (RIA) are to be included in
all future reports.

Rural proofing will ensure the needs of rural communities will become transparent
and would demonstrate whether Government or local policies address the needs of
rural communities and rural economies like Herefordshire. It is the first step towards
developing a Rural Strategy for Herefordshire.

This motion considers a reformed approach to rural proofing should be introduced
and that the executive should take into account the following during its
considerations:

a) Arural assessment should take place at the start of the policy process,
including engagement with rural stakeholders, and be treated as integral, rather than
as an adjunct to urban-focused policy. No budget or service should be brought
forward without an accompanying rural assessment statement;

b)  The impact of new policies on rural areas should be systematically and
consistently monitored as they are implemented. This would include an update on the
performance of rural proofing across Herefordshire Council,

c) The executive at Herefordshire Council is required to monitor and report
annually on the rural impacts of relevant policies and services, and to encourage its
strategic partners to do the same; and

d) The executive at Herefordshire Council agrees to write to the Government and
MPs in response to this motion that:

» Government should put in place the appropriate structures to facilitate a more
robust rural proofing regime; and

» Government needs comprehensively to rethink and reform the rural proofing
process across Government, to ensure that relevant policies and legislation
are attuned to the needs of rural communities and rural economies like
Herefordshire.




Date of Motion Current Status
meeting
29 July Cabinet This update pertains to both Council motions on the WPZ
2022 Commission | (see above) and Cabinet Commission on Phosphates.
on
Phosphates | The Executive appreciates and welcomes the unanimous

support of Members in our joint endeavour to see the Wye
restored. Since the motion was adopted, further officer
discussions, led by the Chief Executive, have been
undertaken with senior regional leads within Natural
England, Natural Resources Wales and the Environment
Agency. The agencies are saying for the reasons set out
in the letter from former Minister Pow they are not able to
take further work forward on an immediate water
protection zone at this time.

Subsequently, Cabinet has agreed terms of reference for
the Cabinet Commission. The Cabinet Commission
comprises Executive Members from Powys,
Monmouthshire and Herefordshire Council’s. Natural
England, the Environment Agency and Natural Resources
Wales, have agreed to provide principle advisors to the
Cabinet Commission. At the same time, the agencies and
the Council’s wish to remain supportive of the role of the
Nutrient Management Board and avoid

duplication. Strong liaison links have been established to
achieve this. The first meeting of the Commission was
held on the 19" October 2022 and the Cabinet
Commission is now meeting monthly through to April
2023. The Commissioners will publish a summary of
each meeting including their progress against the terms of
reference (Cabinet Commission - Restoring the Wye —
Herefordshire Council). The Commission will also be a
protected space for confidential discussions and
negotiations to take place in support of developing a new
plan for the Wye. Other reports and papers may also be
published from time to time. These will be made available
on the Council’'s Website and circulated to NMB and the
five Wye catchment MPs in England and Wales who are
also keen to see a plan to restore the Wye.

In preparation for the first meeting, of the Cabinet
Commission an analysis of the Poole Harbour WPZ
scheme has been undertaken. The Poole Harbour
Scheme was designed by the local farming community,
over a three year period, with a ten year implementation
plan. The Poole Harbour WPZ plan was then adopted by
the agencies and then backed by a binding legal
agreement. The local farming community has indicated a
willingness to work with the Cabinet Commission to
explore whether a similar scheme for the Wye Catchment



https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/nutrient-management/cabinet-commission-restoring-wye
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/nutrient-management/cabinet-commission-restoring-wye

can be created and a working group established with the
NFU, Farm Herefordshire and the CLA. The objective
would be to create a restoration plan with checkpoints
against progress and, in the same way as has been
agreed for Poole, this would leave open the potential for a
full WPZ if insufficient progress against agreed milestones
iS being achieved.

Scoping work has commenced against the NMB, Policy,
Planning and Supply Chain review, each of these work
streams will consider the specific items described in the
motion to Council. Discussions are also taking place with
the Forest of Dean Council as to how they can assist the
work of the Cabinet Commission.

The Cabinet Commission will respond very fully to both
motions to Council in March 2023. An update report, will
have first been considered by the Environmental and
Sustainability Scrutiny Committee ideally, at its meeting in
January 2023 and will also be discussed with our partner
agencies and the Chair of the NMB. The Cabinet
Commission recognises that it cannot compel decisions
by other agencies but anticipates that enhanced
collaboration will lead to a set of recommendations which
will enable solid progress to be made in restoring water
guality on the river Wye.

RESOLVED: We welcome all the actions that Herefordshire Council and other
statutory partners have taken and continue to take to address the issue of phosphate
over-loading of the River Wye SAC.

As scientific research now exists which indicates that further impactful and
coordinated responses are required to save the river catchment from permanent

eutrophication, this motion calls upon the executive to:

Consider including the following areas of urgent action in the remit of the proposed
Cabinet Commission on Phosphates:

1. Request of government that:

2. Request that:

the Environment Agency improve the effectiveness of their regulatory and
enforcement actions and their work with partners, to deliver best practice
in sewerage treatment and manure management and to encourage and
support the ongoing work of compliant farm businesses.

the new Minister in charge of Defra clarifies what additional evidence they
require before they would be prepared to reconsider the Council’'s Water
Protection Zone request for the Wye;

DEFRA commission the catchment-wide appraisal of nutrient flows in the
Wye (and all other river systems within Herefordshire) that will inform and
enable consideration of the cumulative impact of housing, agricultural and
industrial development.




* Natural England update their current (2011) River Wye water quality data
in relation to the SSSI and SAC targets in a timeframe which is aligned to
the current update of the Herefordshire Local Plan; and provide guidance
on appropriate conditioning of permissions to achieve the necessary
reduction targets.

3. Identify now how best to use the update of the Local Plan to:

* recognise and address proportionately the legacy and ongoing
contribution to phosphate pollution made by each development sector;

+ promote and support best practice nutrient actions across all sectors;

* encourage and incentivise catchment restoration through alternative,
restorative and regenerative land use; and

* decommission intensive poultry units that have reached the end of useful
life.

4. Using the ‘precautionary principle’ explore immediately the adoption of a
planning position statement for all future development which accurately reflects t
he sector risks identified in research; and reinstating the consideration of
‘cumulative impact’, in co-ordination with Powys County Council, to ensure that
the Supplementary Planning Document on Agricultural Development, which is
already in progress, enables officers to exercise the full extent of the council’s
planning powers in these regards.

5. Consider urgently how data sharing, data management and data visualisation
can support science-led and evidence-based decision-making at all levels and
across all stakeholders.

Date of Motion Current Status
meeting
21 Cost of living | The Cabinet Member for Environment & Economy
October | crisis and supports the Full Council resolution and a letter to the
2022 energy Prime Minister is currently being drafted.

efficiency

RESOLVED: This council believes that:

e Everyone has the right to a warm home that is affordable to heat;

e Improving energy efficiency is central to tackling the energy crisis and cost of
living crisis;

o Fossil fuels should be left in the ground, and investment in energy supply
should instead be targeted at renewables

¢ All new homes and workplaces should be built to the highest possible energy
efficiency standards.

This council notes that:

o Herefordshire Council unanimously declared a climate emergency on 8 March
20109.
e Buildings account for 23% of UK greenhouse gas emissions




o Herefordshire Council has made significant commitments to supporting
energy efficiency for homes and businesses in the county, but needs far more
support from central government

¢ Current UK government investment in energy efficiency is nowhere near the
level required to address fuel poverty or meet our legally binding UK climate
targets.

The council therefore calls on the executive to write to the Prime Minister and to the
Herefordshire MPs to call for:

¢ Immediate further direct financial support to help people to manage the cost of
living crisis, with most support provided to low income households;

e Afully funded nationwide action plan to insulate all homes and businesses as
quickly as possible to improve energy efficiency and reduce bills;

¢ A commitment to keep fossil fuels in the ground, and to invest instead in
developing the renewable energy technologies and businesses that are
essential for our future energy security;

e Immediate introduction of significantly improved energy efficiency standards
for new buildings.

Community impact

8

Herefordshire Council’s adopted code of corporate governance provides the framework
for maintaining high standards of corporate governance in order to achieve the council’s
vision of “people, organisations and businesses working together to bring sustainable
prosperity and well-being for all, in the outstanding natural environment of Herefordshire.”

In accordance with the code, the long-term nature of many of Herefordshire Council’s
responsibilities mean that we should define and plan outcomes and that these should be
sustainable. Decisions should further the council’'s purpose, contribute to intended
benefits and outcomes, and remain within the limits of authority and resources. Input from
all groups of stakeholders is vital to the success of this process and in balancing
competing demands when determining priorities for the finite resources available.

Equality duty

10

11

Under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010, the ‘general duty’ on public authorities is set
out as follows:

A public authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to —

(a) eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is
prohibited by or under this Act;

(b) advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected
characteristic and persons who do not share it;

(c) foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected
characteristic and persons who do not share it.

The public sector equality duty (specific duty) requires us to consider how we can
positively contribute to the advancement of equality and good relations, and demonstrate
that we are paying ‘due regard’ in our decision making in the design of policies and in the
delivery of services. If any motion results in a request that the executive (cabinet) consider
taking some action, the cabinet will have regard to the equality duty when determining its
response to the request.



Resource implications
12 None arising from the recommendation; if any motion results in a request that the

executive (cabinet) consider taking some action the implications of such action will inform
any decision by cabinet.

Legal implications
13 None arising from the recommendation; if any motion results in a request that the
executive (cabinet) consider taking some action the implications of such action will inform

any decision by cabinet.

Risk management

14 None arising from the recommendation; if any motion results in a request that the
executive (cabinet) take some action the risks associated with such action will inform any
decision by cabinet.

Consultees

15 None.

Appendices — None

Background papers — none identified



