The Public’s Rights to Information and Attendance at Meetings
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO:  Attend all Council, Cabinet, Committee and Sub-Committee meetings unless the business
to be transacted would disclose ‘confidential’ or ‘exempt’ information.
 Inspect agenda and public reports at least five clear days before the date of the meeting.
 Inspect minutes of the Council and all Committees and Sub-Committees and written
statements of decisions taken by the Cabinet or individual Cabinet Members for up to six
years following a meeting.
 Inspect background papers used in the preparation of public reports for a period of up to
four years from the date of the meeting. (A list of the background papers to a report is
given at the end of each report). A background paper is a document on which the officer
has relied in writing the report and which otherwise is not available to the public.
 Access to a public register stating the names, addresses and wards of all Councillors with
details of the membership of Cabinet and of all Committees and Sub-Committees.
 Have a reasonable number of copies of agenda and reports (relating to items to be
considered in public) made available to the public attending meetings of the Council,
Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees.
 Have access to a list specifying those powers on which the Council have delegated
decision making to their officers identifying the officers concerned by title.
 Copy any of the documents mentioned above to which you have a right of access, subject
to a reasonable charge (20p per sheet subject to a maximum of £5.00 per agenda plus a
nominal fee of £1.50 for postage).
 Access to this summary of your rights as members of the public to attend meetings of the
Council, Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees and to inspect and copy documents.

Public Transport Links


The Shire Hall is a few minutes walking distance from both bus stations located in the
town centre of Hereford.

Recording of meetings


Anyone is welcome to record public meetings of the council using whatever, nondisruptive, methods you think are suitable. Please note that the meeting chairman
has the discretion to halt any recording for a number of reasons including
disruption caused by the recording, or the nature of the business being conducted.
Recording should end when the meeting ends, if the meeting is adjourned, or if the
public and press are excluded in accordance with lawful requirements.



Anyone filming a meeting is asked to focus only on those actively participating.



If, as a member of the public, you do not wish to be filmed please make a member
of the governance team aware.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE

In the event of a fire or emergency the alarm bell will ring
continuously.
You should vacate the building in an orderly manner through the
nearest available fire exit and make your way to the Fire Assembly
Point in the Shire Hall car park.
Please do not allow any items of clothing, etc. to obstruct any of the
exits.
Do not delay your vacation of the building by stopping or returning to
collect coats or other personal belongings.
The Chairman or an attendee at the meeting must take the signing in
sheet so it can be checked when everyone is at the assembly point.

