AGENDA
Standing Advisory Council for
Religious Education (SACRE)
Date:

Wednesday 6 July 2011

Time:

2.00 pm

Place:

The Council Chamber, Brockington, 35 Hafod Road,
Hereford

Notes:

Please note the time, date and venue of the meeting.
For any further information please contact:
Paul James, Democratic Services Officer
Tel: 01432 260460
Email: pjames@herefordshire.gov.uk

If you would like help to understand this document, or would like it in
another format or language, please call Paul James, Democratic Services
Officer on 01432 260460 or e-mail pjames@herefordshire.gov.uk in
advance of the meeting.

Agenda for the Meeting of the Standing Advisory
Council for Religious Education (SACRE)
Membership
Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Non Voting

Councillor J Stone

Local Authority

Councillor CNH Attwood
Mrs. C. Ault
Mrs L Barker
Revd. P. Barlow
Mr. P. Bowen
Mrs S Bryant
Councillor EMK Chave
Venerable Tsuiltrim Tenzin
Choesang
Mrs A. Daniel
Miss Emilie James
Mrs Gurmit Jutle
Rev DT Meachem
Sr. D. O'Donnell
Mr. Z. Pandor
Ms C Wolfe

Local Authority
Bahai faith
Secondary School Teachers
Church of England
Church of England
Church of England
Local Authority
Buddhist

Mrs S Catlow-Hawkins
Ms. K. Mayglothling
Miss Allyson Taylor

Co-opted member
Co-Opted Member
Co-opted Member

Primary School Teachers
Special School Teachers
Sikh Faith
Churches Together in Herefordshire
Roman Catholic Church
Muslim Faith
Jewish Faith

GUIDANCE ON DECLARING PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AT MEETINGS
The Council’s Members’ Code of Conduct requires Councillors to declare against an Agenda item(s)
the nature of an interest and whether the interest is personal or prejudicial. Councillors have to decide
first whether or not they have a personal interest in the matter under discussion. They will then have to
decide whether that personal interest is also prejudicial.
A personal interest is an interest that affects the Councillor more than most other people in the area.
People in the area include those who live, work or have property in the area of the Council. Councillors
will also have a personal interest if their partner, relative or a close friend, or an organisation that they
or the member works for, is affected more than other people in the area. If they do have a personal
interest, they must declare it but can stay and take part and vote in the meeting.
Whether an interest is prejudicial is a matter of judgement for each Councillor. What Councillors have
to do is ask themselves whether a member of the public – if he or she knew all the facts – would think
that the Councillor’s interest was so important that their decision would be affected by it. If a Councillor
has a prejudicial interest then they must declare what that interest is. A Councillor who has declared a
prejudicial interest at a meeting may nevertheless be able to address that meeting, but only in
circumstances where an ordinary member of the public would be also allowed to speak. In such
circumstances, the Councillor concerned will have the same opportunity to address the meeting and on
the same terms. However, a Councillor exercising their ability to speak in these circumstances must
leave the meeting immediately after they have spoken.
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Pages
1.

LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS AND CHAIRMAN OF SACRE
To note that following the Local Authority elections in May 2011 the
Council’s political group leaders have appointed Councillor CNH Attwood,
Councillor EMK Chave and Councillor J Stone to serve on SACRE. In
accordance with the SACRE Constitution the Chairmanship of SACRE is
drawn from the Local Authority membership. Councillor Stone has been
appointed Chairman.

2.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for absence.

3.

NAMED SUBSTITUTES (IF ANY)
To receive details any details of Members nominated to attend the meeting
in place of a Member of the Committee.

4.

MINUTES

1-6

To approve and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 28 March 2011.
5.

RESPONSE TO WRITTEN PUBLIC QUESTIONS (IF ANY)
To answer any pre-received written questions from members of the public.

6.

NEW AGREED SYLLABUS LAUNCH AT SACRE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
To report on the launch of the new Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education
at the SACRE Annual Conference held Friday 10 June 2011 at the Queen
Elizabeth Humanities College, Bromyard and report on progress with the
introduction of the Agreed Syllabus into schools in September 2011.

7.

PROVISION OF RE CONSULTANCY SUPPORT FOR SCHOOLS FROM
APRIL 2011
To advise SACRE of the position concerning the provision of RE
Consultancy support for schools from April 2011.

8.

GOVERNMENT EDUCATION STRATEGY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - UPDATE

-

IMPLICATIONS

FOR 7 - 28

To report any further changes to the government’s education strategy that
may affect the teaching of Religious Education in Herefordshire schools.
9.

NASACRE / WESTHILL AWARDS 2011/12
To report the successful bid to NASACRE / Westhill Awards 2011/12 (Local
Young Inter-Faith project) for funding towards the ‘Looking for Meaning:
bringing schools, faiths and communities together’ project.

10.

NASACRE EXECUTIVE MEMBER
To note that The Venerable Tsuiltrim Tenzin Choesang has been elected to
the NASACRE Executive and will report on any national issues raised.

11.

MINDFULNESS IN SCHOOLS PROJECT
The Venerable Tsuiltrim Tenzin Choesang to report further on her
involvement in the Mindfulness in School Project.

12.

SACRE E-MAIL CONTACT DETAILS
To consider whether SACRE Members want to formally exchange e-mail
contact details to facilitate communication between meeting dates.

13.

MRS VICKY WARD, SECONDARY SCHOOL ADVISOR
To note that this will be the last SACRE meeting for Mrs Vicky Ward who
has acted as the Lead Officer to SACRE since March 2010 as she will be
leaving the Local Authority at the end of July 2011.
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SACRE

GOVERNMENT EDUCATION STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE
Report By:

Democratic Services Officer

Purpose
1.

To report any further changes to the government’s education strategy that may affect
the teaching of Religious Education in Herefordshire schools..

Report
2.

SACRE requested that it be kept appraised of the government’s education strategy
and any associated issues. The appended documents are brought to SACRE’s
attention that have just been issued by the National Association of Teachers of
Religious Education (NATRE). The Lead Offcier for SACRE will provide any further
commentary at the meeting.

RECOMMENDATION
THAT SACRE note the national situation concerning the teaching of
Religious Education in schools
.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
•
None identified.

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460
$yl24f4fn.doc
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Embargoed until 00.01am, Friday June 24

NEWS RELEASE
Religious Education in schools is being killed off
A report published today warns that Religious Education is already being marginalised as a consequence of being left
out of the 2010 English Baccalaureate and is set to disappear altogether from the curriculum of many secondary
schools. Secretary of State for Education Michael Gove is expected to make an announcement on RE’s inclusion in the
EBacc by July 19.
RE has been a core subject for all pupils since 1870, but this could soon end. Michael Gove’s rapidly implemented
plans to shake up the educational system are set to shake out RE. This may not be deliberate but is the inevitable
unintended consequence of government actions.
Being left out of the 2010 EBacc is already having devastating consequences in schools. A survey by the National
Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE) based on evidence from over half of all state maintained secondary schools in
England reports:
• A quarter of all academies and community schools are not providing statutory RE for 14 – 16 year olds.
• This non-compliance is predicted to increase during 2011 – 12.
• GCSE RE entries between 2010-11 and 2011-12 have dropped by more than a third in academies and
community schools
• In those schools where entry levels have dropped, over half attribute the drop to the impact of RE being
excluded from the EBacc.
Ed Pawson, Chair of NATRE, said, “GCSE Religious Studies is a subject that requires high standards of knowledge and
evaluation of evidence. It explores religious and cultural topics and engages in debates over issues of diversity and
conflict, ethics, philosophy and social change. It has grown massively in popularity over recent years because students
recognise it as a subject of significant relevance to the world they encounter. By excluding RS from the EBacc Michael
Gove is effectively squeezing it out of the curriculum in many of our schools across the country. This truly is a cruel
blow.”
In the light of new hard evidence about the negative effects of RE having been excluded from the 2010 EBacc, The
Religious Education Council of England and Wales (REC) and NATRE, along with the Church of England and the
Roman Catholic Church, calls for:
•

Religious Education to be included in the English Baccalaureate
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RE in schools today

RE’s exclusion from the EBacc has already caused an avalanche of protest including:

•

A steady stream of press articles and letters

•

An Early Day Motion in the Commons signed by 111 MPs from all parties

•

Tabled questions and debates in both the Commons and the Lords

•

Strong disquiet being expressed by the Parliamentary Select Committee on Education

•

Bulging postbags of letters to ministers

•

A 130,000 signature petition to the Prime Minister

Other evidence on the effects of the EBacc excluding RE on schools, students and teachers:

•

Two surveys reveal serious concern about the level of compliance in many schools with their local
authority’s RE syllabus regarding the following of GCSE courses.

•

Current application rates for secondary RE teacher training are down 25% compared to geography down
only 9% and history actually up 3%.

•

Analysis of Government data reveals that 862 state secondary schools entered no candidates for GSCE
Religious Studies in 2010, compared with 137 for Geography and 70 for History

•

A further analysis reveals that 25% of academies without a religious character entered no pupils at all for an
RE GCSE compared with only 10% of other schools. Given the academy expansion policy, unless
remedial action is taken, the future of RE in the school curriculum looks bleak.

- ends For further media information:
Colin Hallmark / Harriet Johnson, 3:nine Communications
Tel: 0207 736 1888; 07745 914170; email: info@3nine.co.uk

Notes to Editors

1. The NATRE research was carried out over a 10 day period in May 2011. Responses from 1,918 schools were
gathered. Excluding the independent school responses, this represents over half (53%) of all maintained
secondary schools in England. The analysis focuses on the 1,157 sub-set of academies, community schools
and grammar schools.

2. NATRE is the subject teacher association for RE professionals in primary and secondary schools and higher
education, providing a focal point for their concerns, a representative voice at national level and publications
and courses to promote professional development.

10

3. Established in 1973, the Religious Education Council of England and Wales brings together some fifty national
organisations. These comprise academic and professional associations specialising in religions and religious
education, as well as the individual religion and belief organisations inclusive of the range of faith communities
found nationally. The REC’s shared priority is to strengthen the quality of provision for the subject throughout
the educational system.
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