Supplement to the agenda for

Council
Friday 8 October 2021
10.00 am
Three Counties Hotel, Belmont Road, Belmont, Hereford, HR2
7BP

Pages
5.

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

3-4

6.

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

5-6

Agenda item no. 5 - Questions from members of the public

Question
Number

Questioner

Question

Question to

PQ 1

Mr McKay,
Leominster

Could an option be added to enable the Index of the Definitive Map Modification Order
Register to be viewed online in Numerical/Date Order, part of which has recently been
provided under FOI, as this presently only may be searched under Parish/Town/Village,
enabling the latest applications to be identified and viewed?

Cabinet
member
infrastructure
and transport

Response:
The request appears to be deliverable, the council will explore to understand if this is the case and what resource will be required to make it happen, if
achievable, the council will undertake the exercise once resource becomes available.
PQ 2

Mr Adams,
Leominster

3

A while back I asked a question about the use of plastic roads in Herefordshire provided by
Macrebur, a Scottish based company. The response was that apparently Hereford council
were waiting for the results of the DTI trials. These have now been completed successfully,
Macrebur has laid roads, which utilise non-recyclable plastic waste in a number of locations,
both in the U.K. and globally. The product has been proven to be much more resistant to
potholes, stronger than standard asphalt and cost effective.

Cabinet
member
infrastructure
and transport

When is Herefordshire council going to look into this company further, and adopt their product
as being more effective, and better for the environment?
The company has a patent on their product so it is only available through Macrebur.
Response:
The council has followed the trials of the Macrebur product mentioned above, specifically in Cumbria with interest.
The council is an active member of the regional service improvement group where new materials and best practice are shared. We explore the
benefits of alternative materials to understand the whole life cost and benefits of the material used on the network, Cumbria are part of the group.
AGENDA ITEM 5

The Highways team have made contact to further understand the specification and the benefits of introducing the Macrebur product to the supply
chain, this will progress to inform material selection for future programmes.

Agenda item no. 6 - Questions from members of the Council

Question
Number

Questioner

Question

Question to

MQ 1

Councillor Bob
Matthews, Credenhill

Could the leader of the council inform members how many members of staff
have left this Authority in the last 12 months and what has been the
financial cost to the council overall?

Leader

Response:
In the last 12 months, 164 employees have left the council. It hasn’t been possible to obtain the costs data in the timescale allowed and this
will follow in writing.
The rate at which staff leave the council has remained stable overall and the council’s current staff turnover rate is 12.3 %. This rate
compares favourably with the median rate for local government which is 13.5%1.
The council continues to work hard to attract the best candidates to the council and make the council a great place to work so that staff want
to stay. This work is targeted when needed and includes retention interviews to identify staff thinking of leaving and exit interviews to
understand why people have left. Targeted work is currently underway in service areas such as planning, social work and legal services.
5

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------[1]
Local Government Association Workforce Summary Data published March 2021
MQ 2

Councillor Roger
Phillips, Arrow

Will the Leader of the Council join me in congratulating the Wild in the Curl
project in my ward on its work to improve the quality of the water and
improve the wildlife of the Curl brook catchment?

Leader

Response:
Thank you for drawing my attention to this excellent project. I am pleased to join you in congratulating and thanking those involved in this
project. There must surely be things that can be learnt from this project which has reduced phosphates and improved the ecology of area. I
will ask that officers consider what might be learnt. It may be that the Nutrient Management Board should study this.

AGENDA ITEM 6

In a catchment of over 6,000 acres with 25 farms including chicken, dairy,
fruit, maize, potatoes ,beef and sheep production and a main village
sewage system; over five years their sampling and surveys reveal a
reduction of phosphate in the water course and increased numbers of
species and improved habitat.
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