PUBLIC INFORMATION
HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL'S SCRUTINY COMMITTEES
The Council has established Scrutiny Committees for Adult Social Care
and Strategic Housing, Childrens’ Services, Community Services,
Environment, and Health. A Strategic Monitoring Committee scrutinises
corporate matters and co-ordinates the work of these Committees.
The purpose of the Committees is to ensure the accountability and
transparency of the Council's decision making process.
The principal roles of Scrutiny Committees are to
•

Help in developing Council policy

• Probe, investigate, test the options and ask the difficult questions
before and after decisions are taken
• Look in more detail at areas of concern which may have been raised
by the Cabinet itself, by other Councillors or by members of the public
• "call in" decisions - this is a statutory power which gives Scrutiny
Committees the right to place a decision on hold pending further
scrutiny.
• Review performance of the Council
• Conduct Best Value reviews
• Undertake external scrutiny work engaging partners and the public
Formal meetings of the Committees are held in public and information
on your rights to attend meetings and access to information are set out
overleaf

PUBLIC INFORMATION
Public Involvement at Scrutiny Committee Meetings
You can contact Councillors and Officers at any time about Scrutiny
Committee matters and issues which you would like the Scrutiny
Committees to investigate.
There are also two other ways in which you can directly contribute at
Herefordshire Council’s Scrutiny Committee meetings.
1. Identifying Areas for Scrutiny
At the meeting the Chairman will ask the members of the public present if
they have any issues which they would like the Scrutiny Committee to
investigate, however, there will be no discussion of the issue at the time
when the matter is raised. Councillors will research the issue and consider
whether it should form part of the Committee’s work programme when
compared with other competing priorities.
Please note that the Committees can only scrutinise items which fall within
their specific remit (see below). If a matter is raised which falls within the
remit of another Scrutiny Committee then it will be noted and passed on to
the relevant Chairman for their consideration.
2. Questions from Members of the Public for Consideration at
Scrutiny Committee Meetings and Participation at Meetings
You can submit a question for consideration at a Scrutiny Committee
meeting so long as the question you are asking is directly related to an item
listed on the agenda. If you have a question you would like to ask then
please submit it no later than two working days before the meeting to
the Committee Officer. This will help to ensure that an answer can be
provided at the meeting. Contact details for the Committee Officer can be
found on the front page of this agenda.
Generally, members of the public will also be able to contribute to the
discussion at the meeting. This will be at the Chairman’s discretion.
(Please note that the Scrutiny Committees are not able to discuss
questions relating to personal or confidential issues.)

Remits of Herefordshire Council’s Scrutiny Committees
Adult Social Care and Strategic Housing
Statutory functions for adult social services including:
Learning Disabilities
Strategic Housing
Supporting People
Public Health
Children’s Services
Provision of services relating to the well-being of children including
education, health and social care.
Community Services Scrutiny Committee
Libraries
Cultural Services including heritage and tourism
Leisure Services
Parks and Countryside
Community Safety
Economic Development
Youth Services
Health
Planning, provision and operation of health services affecting the area
Health Improvement
Services provided by the NHS
Environment
Environmental Issues
Highways and Transportation
Strategic Monitoring Committee
Corporate Strategy and Finance
Resources
Corporate and Customer Services
Human Resources

The Public’s Rights to Information and Attendance at
Meetings
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO: • Attend all Council, Cabinet, Committee and Sub-Committee meetings unless the
business to be transacted would disclose ‘confidential’ or ‘exempt’ information.
• Inspect agenda and public reports at least five clear days before the date of the
meeting.
• Inspect minutes of the Council and all Committees and Sub-Committees and written
statements of decisions taken by the Cabinet or individual Cabinet Members for up to
six years following a meeting.
• Inspect background papers used in the preparation of public reports for a period of up
to four years from the date of the meeting. (A list of the background papers to a
report is given at the end of each report). A background paper is a document on
which the officer has relied in writing the report and which otherwise is not available
to the public.
• Access to a public Register stating the names, addresses and wards of all
Councillors with details of the membership of Cabinet and of all Committees and
Sub-Committees.
• Have a reasonable number of copies of agenda and reports (relating to items to be
considered in public) made available to the public attending meetings of the Council,
Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees.
• Have access to a list specifying those powers on which the Council have delegated
decision making to their officers identifying the officers concerned by title.
• Copy any of the documents mentioned above to which you have a right of access,
subject to a reasonable charge (20p per sheet subject to a maximum of £5.00 per
agenda plus a nominal fee of £1.50 for postage).
• Access to this summary of your rights as members of the public to attend meetings of
the Council, Cabinet, Committees and Sub-Committees and to inspect and copy
documents.

Please Note:
Agenda and individual reports can be made available in large
print. Please contact the officer named on the front cover of this
agenda in advance of the meeting who will be pleased to deal
with your request.
The Council Chamber where the meeting will be held is accessible for
visitors in wheelchairs, for whom toilets are also available.
A public telephone is available in the reception area.

Public Transport Links

•

Public transport access can be gained to Brockington via the service runs
approximately every half hour from the ‘Hopper’ bus station at the Tesco store in
Bewell Street (next to the roundabout junction of Blueschool Street / Victoria Street /
Edgar Street).

•

The nearest bus stop to Brockington is located in Old Eign Hill near to its junction
with Hafod Road. The return journey can be made from the same bus stop.

If you have any questions about this agenda, how the Council works or would like more
information or wish to exercise your rights to access the information described above,
you may do so either by telephoning the officer named on the front cover of this agenda
or by visiting in person during office hours (8.45 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. Monday - Thursday
and 8.45 a.m. - 4.45 p.m. Friday) at the Council Offices, Brockington, 35 Hafod Road,
Hereford.

Where possible this agenda is printed on paper made from 100% Post-Consumer waste. Deinked without bleaching and free from optical brightening agents (OBA). Awarded the
Nordic Swan for low emissions during production and the Blue Angel environmental label.

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL
BROCKINGTON, 35 HAFOD ROAD, HEREFORD.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE

In the event of a fire or emergency the alarm bell will ring
continuously.
You should vacate the building in an orderly manner through the
nearest available fire exit.
You should then proceed to Assembly Point J which is located at
the southern entrance to the car park. A check will be undertaken
to ensure that those recorded as present have vacated the
building following which further instructions will be given.
Please do not allow any items of clothing, etc. to obstruct any of
the exits.
Do not delay your vacation of the building by stopping or returning
to collect coats or other personal belongings.

