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Decision type

This is not an executive decision

Wards affected
(All Wards);

Purpose

To provide the committee with the summary letter following Ofsted’s monitoring visit to review how the
council and its partners protect vulnerable children from extra-familial risk.

Recommendation(s)
That:

a) The committee note the summary letter; and

b) The committee to make any recommendations, or suggested actions, in connection to
the content and findings set out in appendix 1 of this report..

Alternative options

1. As the committee have requested this report be presented to the committee, no alternative
options are presented.

Further information on the subject of this report is available from
Danial Webb, Tel: 01432 260659, email: Danial.Webb@herefordshire.gov.ukl



Key considerations

2. Herefordshire Council received a monitoring visit from Ofsted on 22 and 23 October 2024, to
review progress in made to ensure the protection of vulnerable children from extra-familial risk.
This was the fifth monitoring visit to be carried out by Ofsted since the local authority’s services
for children and young people were judged to be inadequate in July 2022.

3. Following the monitoring visit, Ofsted wrote to the council’s corporate director for children and
young people on 4 December 2024 with its findings. These findings are attached as appendix
1.

4. At its previous meeting on 26 November 2024, which took place after the monitoring visit but

before the publication of the letter, the Children and Young People Scrutiny Committee asked
for the corporate director for children and young people to attend the following meeting to
discuss the monitoring visit findings. This report supports that discussion.

Community impact

S. Herefordshire Council is responsible for the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of
the county. The council is the ‘corporate parent’ to children and young people in its care. Many
of the services it provides are statutory, meaning we must provide the service in line with the
policies of central government. Some services are discretionary, meaning the council has a
degree of choice over the type and level of service to provide

6. Children’s social care including safeguarding is a principal function of the Children and Young
People Scrutiny Committee

Environmental Impact

7. This report contains no direct environmental impacts. However, the work that the committee
will undertake resulting from agreeing this work programme may have direct impacts. Reports
arising from or supporting this work will outline their potential environmental impact.

Equality duty

8. The public sector equality duty (specific duty) requires us to consider how we can positively
contribute to the advancement of equality and good relations and demonstrate that we are
paying ‘due regard’ in our decision making in the design of policies and in the delivery of
services. This report contains no direct equality impacts. However, any recommendations
made by the committee, if agreed by a decision-making body, will outline the any associated
equality impacts for committee consideration.

Resource implications

9. This information report constitutes part of the typical function of this committee. There are no
specific resource implications in its production or consideration.

Legal implications

10.  The remit of the scrutiny committee is set out in part 3 section 4 of the constitution and the role
of the scrutiny committee is set out in part 2 article 6 of the constitution.

11.  The Local Government Act 2000 requires the council to deliver the scrutiny function.



Risk management

12.  There are no risks identified in the committee considering this report.

Consultees
13. No consultation took place in the preparation of this report.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Ofsted monitoring visit to Herefordshire children’s services — letter to corporate director
children and young people

Background papers
None identified.
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